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branch of our inquiry seems to be, that we should
examine the Roman Ritual with reference to those
several and progressive stages to which I have before
generally referred ; from the mere rhetorical apostrophe
to the direct prayer for spiritual blessings petitioned
for immediately from the person addressed. I am
neither anxious to establish the progress historically,
nor do I wish to tie myself down in all cases to the
exact order of those successive stages, in my present
citation of testimonies from the Roman Ritual. My
anxiety is to give a fair view of what is now the real
character of Roman Catholic worship, rather than to
draw fine distinctions. I shall therefore survey within
the same field of view the two fatal errors by which, as
we believe, the worship of the Church of Rome is ren-
dered unfit for the family of Christ to acknowledge it
generally as their own : I mean the adoration of saints,
and the pleading of their merits at the throne of grace,
instead of trusting to the alone exclusive merits of the
one only Mediator Jesus Christ our Lord, and address-
ing God Almighty alone.

I. In the original form of those prayers in which
mention was made of the saints departed, Christians
addressed the Supreme Being alone, either in praise for
the mercies shown to the saints themselves, and to the
Church through their means; or else in supplication,
that the worshippers might have grace to follow their
example, and profit by their instruction. Such, for
instance, is the prayer in the Roman rituall on St.

first in the full warmth of admiration and zeal for the honour and
glory of a national or favourite martyr, crept stealthily, and step by-
step, into the regular and stated services of the Church.

1  The references will generally be given to the Roman Breviary as
dited by F. C. Husenbeth, Norwich, 1830,    That work consists of